
 
 

 
 

Christmas 2020                                
 
 
 
 
Dear people of St Paul’s on-the-Hill, 
 

Election day in the United States has come and gone and the world is on tenterhooks to see if 
President Donald Trump will concede to Joe Biden Jr. Is it possible to avoid violence if the court 
proceedings rule that there has been no fraud? Cases of Covid-19 are increasing. We should take 
drastic steps and shut down the economy again or not. We may not be able to celebrate Christmas 
the way we have in the past. 
 
Our fears comprise the uncertainty of life today. Will I have a job; will I be able to pay my rent; will I or 
a member of my family test positive for Covid-19, will we become ill? Will there be a peaceful 
transition of power in the US? Will the reaction to terrorism become more xenophobic and 
authoritarian? And any, and all “what ifs” you can imagine. 
 
Into this world of apprehension, the message comes to us as it did to Joseph “Do not be afraid!”  
 
“Do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife”, (Matt 1:20) the angel assures Joseph. And what does 
Joseph have to fear? – the shame of his legal wife being an adulteress, the laughter of friends and 
neighbours; whose child is this anyway; how can I trust Mary; the responsibility of raising a child all 
while the Roman occupation continues. And finally, the fear of the unknown; we can certainly identify 
with that. 
 
The angels’ message to all of the characters in the Christmas story is the same: Joseph – do not be 
afraid; Mary - do not be afraid; the shepherds – do not be afraid.  
 
To us – do not be afraid! Why? Good tidings, good news – the Saviour who is Christ the Lord is 
among us. God is taking on our fears. Whatever happens we never lose that presence. God’s 
intervention in human life assures that while the future is unknown to us, “God with us” goes before 
us to light our way and receive our burden. 
 
Our response to this loving act is to sing “Glory to God in the Highest”. 
 
I wish you all the blessings of God’s love.        
  Fran+ 
The Rev Fran Kovar, Interim Priest-in-Charge 
 
If you wish to give a Christmas special donation you may do so by dropping it off at the Church office, 
by e-transfer or through PAR. 
 
 


