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Welcome & Announcements 
 
Acknowledgement 
 
The land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the 
Wendat, the Anishinabek (ah-nish-nah-bek) Nation, the 
Haudenosaunee (ho-den-oh-sho-nee) Confederacy, the 
Mississaugas of Scugog (skoo-gog), Hiawatha (hi-ah-wah-
tha) and Alderville First Nations and the Métis (may-tee) 
Nation. This territory was the subject of the Dish With One 
Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement between the 
Iroquois Confederacy and the Ojibwe and allied nations to 
peaceably share and care for the resources around the 
Great Lakes. The treaties that were signed for this particular 
parcel of land are collectively referred to as the Williams 
Treaties of 1923. 
 
Greeting 
 
We come from scattered lives to meet with God.  
Let us recognize his presence with us. 
 
Silence 
 
As God‟s people we have gathered: 
let us worship him together. 
 
Song  “Songs of Our Nation”  

drum song by Sue CrowEagle and Michelle Perpau 
 
Collect of the Day 
 
Creator God, from you every family in heaven and on earth 
takes its name. You have rooted and grounded us in your 
covenant love, and empowered us by your Spirit to speak 
the truth in love, and to walk in your way towards justice and 
wholeness.  
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Mercifully grant that your people,  
journeying together in partnership, may be strengthened and 
guided to help one another to grow into the full stature of 
Christ, who is our light and life.   Amen. 
 
First Reading  Isaiah 40:25-31 

read by Laverne Malcome  Anishnawbe, Ebb 
and Flow First Nation  

 

“To whom will you compare me? 
    Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One. 
Lift up your eyes and look to the heavens: 
    Who created all these? 
He who brings out the starry host one by one 
    and calls forth each of them by name. 
Because of his great power and mighty strength, 
    not one of them is missing. 
  

Why do you complain, Jacob? 
    Why do you say, Israel, 
“My way is hidden from the LORD; 
    my cause is disregarded by my God”? 
Do you not know? 
    Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, 
    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He will not grow tired or weary, 
    and his understanding no one can fathom. 
He gives strength to the weary 
    and increases the power of the weak. 
Even youths grow tired and weary, 
    and young men stumble and fall; 
but those who hope in the LORD 
    will renew their strength. 
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They will soar on wings like eagles; 
    they will run and not grow weary, 
    they will walk and not be faint. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm  19  read by Cory Ashawasega, Anishnawbe 
 
The heavens declare the glory of God, *  

and the firmament shows his handiwork.   
One day tells its tale to another, * 

 and one night imparts knowledge to another.  
Although they have no words or language, *  

and their voices are not heard,  
Their sound has gone out into all lands, *  

and their message to the ends of the world.  
In the deep has he set a pavilion for the sun; * 

it comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
 it rejoices like a champion to run its course.  

It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and 
runs about to the end of it again; *  

nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  
The law of the Lord is perfect and revives the soul; *  
the testimony of the Lord is sure and gives wisdom to the 
innocent.  
The statutes of the Lord are just and rejoice the heart; *  

the commandment of the Lord is clear and gives light 
to the eyes.  
The fear of the Lord is clean and endures for ever; *  

the judgements of the Lord are true and righteous 
altogether.  
More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine 
gold, *  

sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
By them also is your servant enlightened, *  

and in keeping them there is great reward.  
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Who can tell how often he offends? * 
 cleanse me from my secret faults.  

Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; 
 let them not get dominion over me; *  

then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great 
offense.  
14 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
be acceptable in your sight, *  
 
O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. Gracious creator of 
heaven and earth, your Word has come among us as the 
true Sun of righteousness, and the good news of his birth 
has gone out to the ends of the world. Open our eyes to the 
light of your law, that we may be purified from sin and serve 
you without reproach for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Light 
and our Life.      Amen. 
 
 
Second Reading Philippians 4:4-9 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not 
worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus. 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honourable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, 
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if 
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these 
things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and 
received and heard and seen in me, and the God of peace 
will be with you. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Reading John 1:1-18 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with 
God. All things came into being through him, and without him 
not one thing came into being. What has come into being in 
him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome 
it. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He 
came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might 
believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he 
came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens 
everyone, was coming into the world. 
 
He was in the world, and the world came into being through 
him; yet the world did not know him. He came to what was 
his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 
to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of 
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we 
have seen his glory, the glory as of a father‟s only son, full of 
grace and truth. (John testified to him and cried out, „This 
was he of whom I said, “He who comes after me ranks 
ahead of me because he was before me.” ‟) From his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The law 
indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God 
the only Son, who is close to the Father‟s heart, who has 
made him known. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Sermon  The Rev Leigh Kern 
 
Silence for Reflection 
 
Song  “Only God” 
 
Verse 1   
Regrets may cause dark shadows to be cast 
Over deeds left done or undone in the past 
Chains of burden bound too tight 
Broken by God‟s pure light 
Only God can turn a barren field green 
 
Chorus 
Only God can turn a barren field green 
Only God will let the obvious be seen 
When the world has come undone 
Seems hopelessness has won 
Only God can turn a barren field green 
 

Verse 2   
It‟s narrow rocky uphill to and fro 
The further up the farther left to go 
Through the valleys dark as night 
Where is faith, where is light 
Only God can turn a barren field green Chorus 
 

Interlude 
 
Verse 3   
Our trials are laid upon his holy fire 
The Refiner fans His blue flames even higher 
With love He works the mold 
As He purifies the gold 
Only God can turn a barren field green Chorus 
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Ending   
Only God can part the waters 
And control the rising sun 
Only God can tell the rivers 
To which sea they should run 
Only God can love us all 
No matter what we have done 
 
Only God 

 
Only God: Words and music: 

 Bonnie Howe, Bernie McEnaney Copyright 2013 

 
Prayers of the People from the Four Directions 
   Prayers of the people by TUNM staff and volunteers. 
 
 

We pray from the East, the colour red, as the dawn breaks 
through the darkness of night. We thank you Creator for the 
fire of hope. 
We pray for all those who desire to be parents, for all 
pregnant parents, and little ones being born into the world. 
For all children and youth, for their protection and growth in 
their gifts. May all young ones feel loved and supported. 
For Indigenous parents, grandparents, midwives, and birth 
workers. For the strength and revitalization of Indigenous 
culture. 
For all seeds being sown this season and all plants just 
beginning to grow. 
Help us to learn from small ones, Creator. 
We pray for all people, waters, and lands that are to the East 
of us. 
  
Our streams, our tears, and our life are interconnected. 
We lift the healing of ourselves and our world before 
you, O Source of Life. 
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We pray from the South, the colour yellow, the power of the 
sun at noonday, the strength of life, and the power of love. 
We pray for all people living their vocation, for all working on 
projects for justice and healing. 
For the invigoration of the work of love, here and 
everywhere. 
For those who labour for the rights of those who died at 
Residential School, and survivors and intergenerational 
survivors, for treaty rights, land and water defense, and for 
clean drinking water on Reserves. 
For all who labour for the healing of all plants, animals, 
peoples, and the beautiful biodiversity of our home. 
We pray for all people, waters, and lands that are to the 
South of us. 
  
Our streams, our tears, and our life are interconnected. 
We lift the healing of ourselves and our world before 
you, O Source of Life. 
  
We pray from the West, the colour black, the Western 
Doorway where souls make their journey into the next world. 
For all who are dying and those who have died, especially 
those who were killed at residential school or in child 
custody, and all missing and murdered Indigenous people. 
For all whose beautiful lives have been cut short by violence, 
those we have lost to COVID or the drug poisoning 
epidemic, and all those you grieve either silently or aloud 
(moment of silence). 
Strength, comfort and dignity to their families, and all who 
grieve. We pray for all people, waters, and lands that are to 
the West of us. 
  
Our streams, our tears, and our life are interconnected. 
We lift the healing of ourselves and our world before 
you, O Source of Life. 
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We pray from the North, the colour white, the symbol of 
spiritual vision. 
We pray that you unite our minds with Your mind, O God. 
We thank you for the Elders and visionaries who led the way 
for us and inspired us with the vision of right relations. Let 
your vision be our vision. Grant our communities and 
circles of relationships the insight of Your guidance. For 
those with power-give us your spirit of justice and truth. Let 
your love reign. 
We pray for all people, waters, and lands that are to the 
North of us. 
  
Our streams, our tears, and our life are interconnected. 
We lift the healing of ourselves and our world before 
you, O Source of Life. 
 
Confession 
 
Lord God, our maker and redeemer, this is your world  
and we are your people: 
come among us and save us 
 
We have willfully misused your gifts of creation; 
Lord be merciful: forgive us our sin. 
 
We have seen the ill-treatment of others 
and have not gone to their aid; 
Lord be merciful: forgive us our sin. 
 
We have condoned evil and dishonesty 
and failed to strive for justice; 
Lord be merciful: forgive us our sin. 
 
We have heard the good news of Christ, 
and failed to share it with others; 
Lord be merciful: forgive us our sin. 
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We have not loved you will all our heart, 
nor our neighbour as ourselves; 
Lord be merciful: forgive us our sin. 
 
Absolution 
 
May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son 
to be our Saviour forgive you your sins and make you holy to 
serve him in the world, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
 
As our Lord has taught us we are bold to say: Our Father 
 
Concluding prayer 
 
Great God, you are one God, and you bring together what is 
scattered and mend what is broken.  
Unite us with the scattered peoples of the earth that we may 
be one family of your children.  
Bind up our wounds and heal us in spirit, that we may be 
renewed as disciples of Jesus Christ, our Master and 
Saviour.      Amen. 
 
Blessing “Journey Song and travelling blessing”  
sung Laverne Malcolm and Georgina Bird, facing the four 
directions. 
 
 
And the blessing of God Father, Son, and Holy Spirit be with 
you this day, and for ever.     Amen. 
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Song  “Shout To The North” 
 
Chorus (2 X) 
Shout to the North and the South. 
Sing to the East and the West.   
Jesus is Saviour to all,  
Lord of heaven and earth. 
 
Verse 2:   
Rise up women of the truth.   
Stand and sing to broken hearts.   
Who can know the healing power  
of our awesome King of love? 
 
Bridge 
We've been through fire;  
we've been through rain;  
we've been refined by the power of His name. 
We've fallen deeper in love with You;  
You've burnt the truth on our lips. 
 
Verse 3 
Rise up church with broken wings,  
fill this place with songs again,  
of our God who reigns on high.   
By His grace again we'll fly. Chorus (2 X) 
 

Shout To the North: Martin Smith 
© 1995, Curious? Music UK © 1995, Curious? Music UK 

 
Dismissal 
 
Go Forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Acknowledgements 
 
The resources this morning come from the TUNM. 
Toronto Urban Native Ministry (TUNM) is a shared 
ecumenical ministry between The United Church of Canada 
and The Anglican Church of Canada. TUNM is a unique 
ministry which supports both Traditional Indigenous 
Spiritualities and world-views as well as Christian Spiritual 
practices, showing that they can walk together in harmony. 
Founded in 1996, TUNM interacts with more than 8,000 lives 
each year. We reach out to Indigenous people on the street, 
in hospitals, in jails, shelters and hostels, providing 
counseling, Ceremony, spiritual care and referrals to 
community service. TUNM has been leading COVID-19 
emergency response, organizing medical care, COVID-19 
testing, vaccination clinics, mobile midwifery, and wrap 
around support services to underserviced communities in the 
GTA. 
 
 
Background on Drum Songs 

  
At Toronto Urban Native Ministry (TUNM) we support the 
spiritual, emotional, physical, and cultural empowerment of 
urban Indigenous people. Due to Indian Residential School, 
Indian Day School, child apprehension, prisons, 
criminalization of homelessness and drug use, many of our 
community members do not have access to traditional 
culture. At TUNM we help coordinate drumming and sharing 
circles to support the thriving of our community members 
and create hubs of cultural exchange. Community members 
have prepared several songs to share with you.  
 
Drum songs are prayers and many go back generations. We 
asked a member of the Neechee Circle to share about what 
drumming means to him: 
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“When you hit the drum, you feel awesome spiritually. You 
can just feel it. They‟re alive, they‟re sacred to us. We have 
ceremonies to honour our drums as a healing gift given to us 
by Creator.” 
 
The Rev. Leigh Kern- (She/Her)  
Right Relations Coordinator for the Diocese of Toronto  
At Toronto Urban Native Ministry Leigh does street and 
prison chaplaincy, support work for people interfacing with 
criminalization, pastoral care and funerals, and coordinates 
projects with different communities to bring urban Indigenous 
people increased access to culture, healthcare, and 
community. Leigh loves making coffee and traditional foods 
for community members at TUNM‟s joint ministry with 
Church of the Holy Trinity, Unity Kitchen- which serves lunch 
to 130 people a day in the downtown east of Toronto. Leigh 
studied at the University of Toronto and Yale Divinity School. 
After her ordination, she served as Assistant Curate and 
then Associate Priest for three years at Saint James 
Cathedral, Toronto. Leigh is grateful for the many Elders that 
inform and guide her work and the life of TUNM. 
 
Sandra Campbell-TUNM Indigenous Outreach 
Coordinator (She/Her). Kanien'kehā:ka Wahta, Wakkwā:ho 
(English translation: Wahta Mohawk First Nation and Wolf 
clan). Since 1992, Sandra has been an Indigenous 
Traditional Counselor, specialising in addictions, family and 
child welfare, elderly care, federal corrections, supporting 
Survivors of Indian Residential & Day Schools, Sixties 
Scoop, houselessness, and other traumatic impacts of 
colonialism. Since 1995, Sandra has been an Auntie in the 
Toronto Indigenous community and has been a Women's 
Traditional Drummer.  
Sandra has served for over 11 years at TUNM. Sandra is a 
Master of Divinity student at Vancouver School of Theology 
and is in discernment for ordination with Archbishop Mark 
MacDonald of the Indigenous Anglican Church of Canada. 
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Flowers 
 

The flowers at the altar are dedicated to the Glory of God 
and as a thanksgiving to God for our granddaughter, 
Annaca, on her 1st birthday. 
 

and 
 
In loving memory of Lorna from Roy, Evangeline, and 
family. Forever in our hearts with love. 


